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Did 
You 

Know?  
Members 
in good 

standing, 
their employees & 
dependents may 

apply for education 
awards ... applications 

are NOW available!
Deadline is 2/25/19

Click HERE for to get
applications!

To Our Valued Members of the 
Midstate Chamber: 

We recognize how valuable your time is ... so we are intro-
ducing an “abbreviated” newsletter with catchy headlines 
and you can click on hyperlinks below for more details on 
the items ... event flyers are still included so be sure to scroll 
through the entire newsletter so you don’t miss out on anything!  

FEBRUARY notEs FRom pREsidEnt mooRE:
The Midstate Chamber’s 2019 Regional Legislative Action Agenda 
was approved by the Chamber Board on January 9, 2019.  You can 
download your copy by here https://www.midstatechamber.com/Customer-Con-
tent/www/CMS/files/FINAL_2019Midstate_Chamber-2019_Legislative_Agenda_FINAL.
pdf and also to encourage you to share this with our legislators.  I’d 
like to thank the Government and Business Development Commit-
tee for their great work. 

FYI: The Chamber’s 2019 Leadership Academy of Meriden & Wall-
ingford has just kicked off in February with 12 participants.  We had 

a fabulous first session and I look forward to the rest of the journey 
through April 2019!  We will continue to keep you updated on the progress of the class 
members.

On behalf of the staff, the Board of Directors and the entire member-
ship of the Chamber, I’d like to ask you all to take a moment and re-
member Flora D. Shorr who died peacefully on Sunday, January 20, 
2019.  Ms. Shorr was the wife of Sanford S. Shorr who was the Execu-
tive Director of the Chamber for over 29 years.  We will all remember 
her and miss her quick wit and instantaneous responses!  May we all 
live to 94 years of age!  https://jferryfh.com/book-of-memories/3702002/Shorr-Flora/
service-details.php

SAVE THE DATE OF APRIL 11, 2019 as we continue to prepare for the 2019 Chamber 
Annual Dinner, Meeting and Silent Auction at the Aqua Turf Club.  NOW is the time to 
nominate a fellow Chamber members and community persons for our Annual Awards.  
Please visit https://www.midstatechamber.com/calendar/2019annualdinner/ for your application to 
make your nomination.  Apps are due back to the Chamber by February 15, 2019!

We are getting a great amount of interest for the 2019 Daffodil Festival Business 
Expo tent…we’re running a little bit ahead of last year!  The 41st Annual Daffodil Fes-
tival, which runs on April 27th and 28th, 2019, draws over 50,000 visitors on Daffodil 
weekend.  It’s the best way in central CT to connect with MANY prospects in a single 
weekend.  Visit https://www.midstatechamber.com/calendar/2019expo/ for details and an applica-
tion to exhibit.

FYI: And please SAVE THE DATE for our 32nd Annual Golf Tournament, the Ray Parmen-
tier Memorial, on  June 5, 2019 at Hunter’s Golf Course on Westfield Ave. in Meriden.  
Arrival is at 10:30 and shotgun start at Noon...followed by an AMAZING dinner, a brief 
awards program and the FAMOUS RAFFLE with tons of donations from our Chamber 
members and beyond.  More details will follow but for now get your  three other play-
ers to complete your foursome and SAVE THE DATE!

Séan W. Moore

Mrs.. Flora Shorr
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Questions?  Here’s How to Reach Us...
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This issue of Chamber News is a member service of the Midstate 
Chamber of Commerce, Inc. with offices located at 546 South 
Broad St., 2C, Meriden, CT  06450.  You can also visit us on line at 
www.midstatechamber.com.   Ph: 203.235.7901 Fx: 203.686.0172  
info@midstatechamber.com. We welcome Chamber member and 
community news, events and other articles of interest from our 
diverse membership base.  The Midstate Chamber of Commerce 
serves its member businesses in Meriden, Wallingford, Southington, Ber-
lin, Cheshire and Middletown, Connecticut.  We invite all businesses to 
join with us and become members of our chamber.

For all of your needs visit our members at www.midstatechamber.com

CHAiRmAn’s CHAmBER 
minUtE

Love is in the air!!!  

What I love most about our Chamber 
is how welcoming we are to new and 
existing members.  We had an amazing 
January at the Midstate Chamber of Commerce, 
starting with the HOLA Holiday Party at the Silver City 
Sports Bar & Grill at Four Points by Sheraton Meriden 
and ending with a Ribbon Cutting at the new Show 
Love Sports Bar in downtown Meriden.

Even more exciting news was the turn out for our first 
Pop Up Meet and Greet. If you missed it don’t worry, 
there will be more to come. From that event alone we 
were able to sign up 5 new members. Sean, Rosanne 
and the volunteers have been working hard to get the 
word out and it’s paying off. We signed up multiple 
members last month and we are getting closer to the 
goal of 600 by the Annual Dinner on April 11th.

so, my challenge for you this month is to show 
the midstate Chamber some love. How you ask?  
There are so many ways!!  Head to a BAH or a BBH, 
share our posts on your social media, refer your network 
of businesses to the Chamber, bring a non member to 
an event or volunteer on a committee. 
With much appreciation - nathaniel Bottone 

https://www.instagram.com/midstatechamberofcommerce/

Midstate Chamber of Commerce

   @MidstateCoC

    Midstate Chamber of Commerce

Nate Bottone

www.meridenchamber.com
mailto:info@meridenchamber.com
www.meridenchamber.com
https://www.instagram.com/midstatechamberofcommerce


REGISTER NOW FOR BEST BOOTH PLACEMENT



Call 203.235.7901 to REGISTER NOW
Share & Be Part of the Festivities

https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12830
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CLICK FLYER to REGISTER NOW

https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12895
https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12830


CLICK & Download Application NOW

https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12830
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Customer-Content/www/CMS/files/SSS_Application-2019.pdf




http://www.newhaven.score.org


https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=13055
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Coalition on Housing & Homelessness: 100 River-
view Center, Suite 230, Middletown, CT 06457.  860-346-
8695. Ann Faust is our primary contact. The Coalition strives 
to end homelessness in Meriden, Wallingford & Middlesex 
County by increasing stable & affordable housing, ensuring 
households are able to secure shelter, & by increasing civic 
engagement to address housing issues in our region.

FillerUp, inc. :  410 Parker Ave. South, Meriden, CT 06450.  
Joseph Vollano is the primary contact:  203-805-2520.

Fuss & o’neill, inc. :  146 Hartford Rd. Manchester, CT 
06040-5992.  Our primary contact is Carlos Texidor.  Full-
service consulting firm specializing in engineering, planning 
and scientific studies.  Serving both pubic and private sector 
clients for more than 90 years, we provide solutions that 
maximize value and address our clients’ long term needs.

steven iovanna, Architect, 43 Linsley Avenue, Meriden, 
CT 06451.  (860) 258-1720 or email steven.iovanna@
mbakerintl.com to discuss your next project!

meriden Eye Care, LLC - 516 Broad Street, Suite 13,  
Meriden, CT 06450; 203-237-2020.  Dr. Luiza Youssefi pro-
vides full service eye and vision care including eye emergen-
cies as well as scheduled appointments. 

show Love sports Bar, 575 North Colony Street, Mer-
iden, CT 06450; 203-237-0293 owner Ms. Felicia McKoy.  
Our bartenders are friendly, efficient, and knowledgeable. 
We offer an excellent bar and food menu. Our atmosphere 
is energetic & welcoming. 

SHARE the Membership Application 
with a friend in business.  

It’s on the last page of this newsletter.  
Chamber Membership = Community Pride

new 
members!

We are delighted to introduce our new mem-
bers - the  lifeblood of our organization and the 

reason we exist.  please welcome them by visiting 
their website, sending them an email or stopping 
by to introduce yourself.  the personal touch will 
help our chamber continue to grow and thrive as 
we continue on our goal to reach 650 members 
in the coming months!  A membership applica-

tion is enclosed - sHARE it with a friend ... 
don’t keep us a secret!

mEmBER REnEWALs...
We recognize and thank our members 

who have joined or renewed their investment 
in the Midstate Chamber 

within the last month.  
Visit www.midstatechamber.com 
for the most up-to-date listing 
of members in good standing!  

AC Exterminating Co., LLC
Accel international

ACoRd, inc.
Aeroswiss

Alderman motor Co.
All pro Electrical services LLC

American Eagle Financial Credit Union
AsG information technologies

Banana Brazil
Brothers pool

Castle Craig players
Celebrity nurses Homecare
Connecticut Baptist Homes
Connecticut Junior Republic

Ct deparment of Rehabilitation services
V. Czapiga & son

East side Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Ferazzoli imports of new England

Higher movement, LLC
Huxley’s Bookmark Cafe
il monticello Restaurant

indian springs Golf Course
ion insurance Corporation

James t. Kay Co., inc.
Lido’s Restaurant

Luchs Consulting Engineers, LLC / deCarlo
City of meriden

meriden daffodil Festival
meriden Farmers market
meriden Humane society

mirion technologies
moran’s television & Appliance, LLC

Loretta Edson parisi
Attorney Jon patrucco

Walter F. plummer
prentis printing solutions, inc

Robert’s Chrysler, inc.
seniors Have dreams too, inc.

silver City sound & Video productions
spanish Community of Wallingford

stempien Funeral Home, inc.
thompson Chocolate LLC

triple springs spring Water Co.
UA Local 777 JAtC

United Way of meriden & Wallingford
Web solutions, inc..

Westfield Care and Rehab Center
Westmount management, inc.

YAC industries

mailto:steven.iovanna@mbakerintl.com
mailto:steven.iovanna@mbakerintl.com


 Find business resources at: www.midstatechamber.com

Upcoming FebrUary events:
Mark your calendars, iPhones, Droids, etc. with these event dates.    = Chamber or Business event; 
  = Community event.  More details and RSVP information for these events may be found on 
   www.midstatechamber.com! Chamber event RSVP line: 203.235.7901

This QR code in the upper right corner also brings you right out to our business and community calendars.    

 Fri, Feb 8 |  6:30 pm:  PNA Friday Night Feast with AJ’s Oasis held at Polish National Alliance, Prince St. Wlfd.
 Sat, Feb 9 | 10:00 am:  S.W.E.E.T. Potato Society Health & Wellness Expo at Holiday Inn & Suites, New London
 Sun, Feb 10 | 12:00 pm:  The “ I Love My Library’ Dinner” at Violi’s held at Violi’s Restaurant 
 Tue, Feb 12 | 8:30 am: Government and Business Development Committee at Chamber Board Room
 Wed, Feb 13 | 3:30 pm: Chamber Board of Directors Meeting held at EANE - Empolyers Association of the NorthEast
 Wed, Feb 13 | 5:00 pm:  Business After Hours & Ribbon Cutting Showcasing Employers Assoc. of the NorthEast held at EANE, 

300 Church Street, Yalesville - see flyer - all are invited to the celebration!
 Thu, Feb 14 | 9:00 am:  SCORE held at Midstate Chamber of Commerce - see flyer - CALL for an appointment.
 Thu, Feb 14 |  6:45 pm:  Valentine’s Day Paleo Cooking Class for Couples held at Meriden YMCA Art Center (Kitchen)
 Tue, Feb 19 |  8:30 am:  Chamber Ambassadors - Membership Committee Meeting at Midstate Chamber of Commerce
 Wed, Feb 20 |  9:00 am:  Chamber Hispanic Outreach Leaders in Action Meeting at United Way of Meriden & Wallingford
 Wed, Feb 20 | 11:00 am:  Casa di Roma Fundraising Day for Franciscan Life Center, Home Care & Hospice Care - see inside.
 Thu, Feb 21 |  8:30 am:  Young Business Leaders of CT Meeting held at Midstate Chamber of Commerce
 Fri, Feb 22    7:30 pm:  37 Shakespeare classics in 90 hilarious minutes! held at Almira F. Stephan Memorial Playhouse
 Mon, Feb 25 |  1:00 pm:  We Stand With ALICE Legislative Forum held at Legistlative Office Building (LOB) Room 2E
 Mon, Feb 25 |  7:00 pm:  Castle Craig Players Open Auditions for “Lend me a Tenor” held at Almira F. Stephan Playhouse
 Tue, Feb 26 |  8:30 am:  Chamber Education/Technology Committee Meeting held at Midstate Chamber of Commerce with 

guest speaker, Michael Buccilli, Guided Pathways Manager, Academic and Student Affairs, CT State Colleges and Universities - 
all are invited to attend!

 Wed, Feb 27 |  5:30 pm:  2019 Scrabble Challenge with Literacy Volunteers held at Four Points by Sheraton

committee connection 
A LOT of work happens at the committee level here at the Midstate Chamber.  We do encourage 
your involvement and that of your employees on any committee!  ALL committee meeting dates and 
times are listed on the Midstate Chamber’s website.  Come on out and sit in on a meeting to try it - 
you will like it: the experience, sharing your knowledge, the connections you will make and more!

Your participation helps YOU, helps YOUR BUSINESS and helps OUR CHAMBER!
  Questions?  Call us at: 203.235.7901

 

This is a SHORT LIST of some of our KEY events – for MORE business and community events  includ-
ing Chamber Committee meetings - details & updates visit www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar    

And, LIKE us on 
FACEBOOK and 
FOLLOW us on 

TWITTER: 
@MidstateCoC

HELP us *GROW IN 2019* 
INvite Your Biz Neighbors 

to JOIN 
the Midstate Chamber!    

Earn INCENTIVES for you & 
your biz.  203.235.7901

25, 50, 100 New Members of Midstate 
Chamber: Imagine how your business 

will be impacted!

www.meridenchamber.com
www.meridenchamber.com
https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12970
https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12911
https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12895
https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12958
https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12946
https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12982
https://members.midstatechamber.com/calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12933
http://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar


member Updates
This QR code in the upper right corner 
also brings you right out to our member 
news section of the website where you 

can view FULL news articles by submission date OR by 
member.  Just SCAN and CLICK!

There is SO MUCH GOOD NEWS TO SHARE, and we 
recognize how valuable your time is ... so we are introducing an 

abbreviated news section with catchy headlines and you can 
click for more details on the items ... and/or click this link for 

all of the current news submitted from 
Midstate Chamber members: 

https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/newsbydate.asp

 Find community resources at: www.midstatechamber.com12

Find ALL of our members’ news online:
    http://www.midstatechamber.com/News

LOOKING TO

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS?

We are the only publication that reaches every 
home in central Connecticut, more than 265,000 
readers in print and even more online! 

Put Elaine to work for your business today. 
Contact Elaine at 203.317.2327  
or ejustino@rjmediagroup.com

Call Elaine Justino, 
your media consultant for the 
Record-Journal, Weekly Citizens 
and Homebase Digital.

MEDIA THAT MOVES YOUR BUSINESS FORWARD >>

AsG information tecnologies: Guard 
your interior. The weakness of any 
door; no matter in the cyber or real 
world; is that legitimate people need to 
be able to get in and out. We help busi-
nesses develop a highly secure and functional door to 
the Internet, but they give little thought to the physical 
door into their building. Think about everyone who has 
access to your office…If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to give us a call at 203-440-4413 or email 
info@asgct.com.  

Connex Credit Union: Take 
your savings to the next level! 
With Connex’s new Money Mar-
ket Special, you can earn up to 
2.85%  APY* on your nest egg. 
Rate good for 18 months after 
opening. Apply by visiting a branch or call 1-800-CR-
UNION.  Money Market Account must be opened by 
February 28, 2019.  The Meriden branch is located at 
533 S. Broad Street.  Please visit connexcu.org for terms 
and conditions.  *APY = Annual Percentage Yield 

Connecticut department of trans-
portation - (Ctdot) announced 
that Connecticut has become the 
first state in New England to utilize 
automated horn systems, commonly 
known as wayside horns; installed in 
at-grade railroad crossings as part of 
noise mitigation efforts along the CTrail Hartford Line 
corridor. The horns were put into service on Monday, 
January 21, 2019, at the Cooper Street crossing, locat-
ed between Cherry Street and South Colony Street in 
Meriden. In the coming weeks, wayside horns will be 
installed at the Pent Highway railroad crossing, located 
between North Plains Industrial Road and North Colo-
ny Road in Wallingford.  Read more...

Don’t Miss This Great Event:
Wednesday,

Feb. 27, 2019

203.235.1714
Click HERE to Register  Online

https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/newsbydate.asp
www.meridenchamber.com
http://www.midstatechamber.com/News
mailto:info@asgct.com
connexcu.org
https://members.midstatechamber.com/news/member-news.asp?MemberID=2181
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/literacyvolunteersofgreaternewhaven/227568


GAYLoRd spECiALtY HEALtHCARE AnnoUnCEs 
sonJA LABARBERA As pREsidEnt And CEo  

Sonja LaBarbera has been appointed the first female Chief 
Executive Officer and President of Gaylord Specialty Health-
care in the health care system’s 117-year history. LaBarbera 
assumed the position following the retirement of prior 
CEO, George Kyriacou.

LaBarbera arrived at Gaylord Specialty Healthcare 14 years ago in the position of Di-
rector of Inpatient Therapy and ascended the ranks to become Chief Operating Officer. 
It was in this position that she played a vital role in increasing system-wide volumes and 
patient satisfaction scores and more than tripled the size and scope of Gaylord’s outpatient Physical Therapy, 
Orthopedics and Sports Medicine program. 

George Kyriacou, who retired as CEO at the end of 2018, attributes much of Gaylord’s success over the last 
decade to Sonja’s dynamic personality. “Not only is she full of energy, but she’s bursting with ideas and has the 
rare ability to make things happen quickly and effectively.” 

He explained that Sonja is a leader for the future, a trait he called “increasingly important and rare in a health-
care system that’s in constant flux.”   

“I am very excited to start this new chapter of my career at Gaylord,” LaBarbera recently wrote in a letter 
addressing employees. “What Gaylord offers is truly unique. Our outcomes are among the best in the country, 
which is a reflection of our commitment. As a team, we are making tremendous progress toward growing our 
reputation as a provider of choice for rehabilitation and complex medical management. The forward momen-
tum is exciting!”

Girls Incorporated of Meriden:  2019 marks 
a very special year for the organization.  We 
are celebrating 100 years of Strong, Smart, 

and Bold in Meriden providing enriched 
afterschool programs to girls in our 

community.  In this, our Centennial year we 
will be celebrating our past, present, and fu-
ture with many events throughout the year.  
To kick off our festivities we will be hosting a 

Business After Hours March 
22nd at Girls Inc. - mark your calendars 

now!  We also want to hear from our Alum 
and learn about your memories from your 
childhood!  For more information contact 

Michelle Bourdeau at 
Michelle@girlsincmeriden.com.

Ion Bank 
announced 
today that 
President 
David J. 
R o t a t o r i 

has been named Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) of the 
bank.

The announcement comes 
as Charles J. Boulier, III, Chief Executive Officer 
at Ion Bank retired at the end of the year.  Ac-
cording to Boulier, “The Board, Corporators and 
Employees of Ion Financial, MHC and all  of the af-
filiate companies are proud of David and all he has 
achieved during his time with the Company. He is 
so deserving of this promotion and the Compa-
ny is fortunate to have a highly regarded banking 
professional, energetic executive leader and pro-
gressive strategic thinker as our next President & 
CEO. In 2018, utilizing his strong leadership skills, 
David directed the Ion Bank team in achieving the 
best financial results in our history while expand-
ing into the Farmington region. Let me be the first 
to publicly congratulate him and wish him and 
the entire Ion team all the best in executing our 
mission to be an exemplary corporate citizen by 
passionately following our service philosophy and 
standards.”

mailto:Michelle@girlsincmeriden.com


seasons Federal Credit Un-
ion was recently named as one 
of the Best places to Work 
in Connecticut. In addition 
to this current award, Seasons 
FCU has received this recognition two times previous-
ly in 2015 and 2018. This fourteenth annual program 
was created by the Hartford Business Journal and Best 
Companies Group.    And, in other news...
Seasons Federal Credit Union announces it has ap-
pointed a “personal mortgage manager” to bet-
ter serve members looking to finance a new home or 
refinance their existing home loan. Rich Graziano, 
previously the Dealers Relations Manager at Seasons 
Federal Credit Union, has been appointed to the role.
The additional team role is part of the credit union’s 
strategic initiative to enhance and improve the suite of 
services and products the credit union offers locally to 
its members.  Read more...

Ulbrich Boys & Girls Club was 
recently presented with a check 
from Ninety Nine Restaurant in the 
amount of $3,710. Ninety Nine Res-
taurant has shown it’s commitment 
to the Ulbrich Boys & Girls Club 
youth over the years through a number of initiatives. In 
October, our Torch Club members had a blast shadow-
ing the waitresses as a way to give back. In November, 
Ninety Nine Restaurant was recognized at our Annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner as a Community Partner.  Also, the 
Club was recently presented with a check from Trail of 
Terror in the amount of $3,000. The funding from both 
organizations will be used to ensure the staff continues 
to build relationships with club members by provid-
ing fun and engaging programs, teaching important life 
skills and embracing artistic talents!  

Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care receives 
patient satisfaction Award  Suzanne Gross, FSE, Ad-
ministrator, Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care, 
and Marie Laffin, 
RN, Clinical Direc-
tor, are proud to 
have received, in 
behalf of the agency, 
the 2018 Patient 
Satisfaction Award 
of Distinction from 
Fazzi’s Patient Satis-
faction Service.

The New Year is in full swing and so are 
scams targeting utility customers across 
the country and right here in Connecticut. 
Already this year, customers in many towns 
around the state have been approached by 
scammers, either on the phone or at their 
door. To warn customers, Eversource and 
Better Business Bureau Serving Connecti-
cut are teaming up to ensure that people 
know the telltale signs of scams, so they 
can avoid becoming a victim.

Eversource urges anyone who has doubts 
about the legitimacy of a call, visit or an 
offer, to contact the company directly at 
1-800-286-2000. Eversource.com provides 
more information on how to protect personal 
information and avoid being a victim of util-
ity scams.

Learn more valuable information and tips 
here:  https://www.eversource.com/content/
ct-c/residential/safety/protect-yourself/avoid-
scams

https://members.midstatechamber.com/news/member-news.asp?MemberID=3295&NewsID=6264&fromPage=2
Eversource.com
https://www.eversource.com/content/ct-c/residential/safety/protect-yourself/avoid-scams
https://www.eversource.com/content/ct-c/residential/safety/protect-yourself/avoid
https://www.eversource.com/content/ct-c/residential/safety/protect-yourself/avoid




http://www.workforcealliance.biz/skillup




N O W  i s  P R I M E  T I M E 
t o  J O I N  M i d s t a t e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e .

K i n d l y  S H A R E  t h i s  A P P L I C AT I O N
w i t h  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t e s !

W h e n  t h e y  j o i n  YO U  w i l l  g e t  a 
$ 3 5  c h a m b e r  c r e d i t !

PROMOTION

educaTION

leadeRshIP

NeTwORkINg


