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Lots of WHAt WE Do for mEmbErs is LiNKiNG you ... to resources, services, sup-
port, and fellow members.  Here are some EASY LINKS to the Midstate Chamber to “always keep you in the loop”: 

NEWS:             http://www.midstatechamber.com/News CALENDAR:    http://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar            
RESOURCES:   http://www.midstatechamber.com/Resources DIRECTORY:   http://www.midstatechamber.com/Directory
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HArtforDLiNE.com 
WEbsitE LAuNcHED by 
ctDot iN PrEPArAtioN 
for mAy 2018 sErvicE

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) 
announced that it has launched a new website for its up-

coming passenger rail service, the CTrail Hartford Line, at www.hartfordline.com. The 
website provides future Hartford Line riders a taste of what to expect when the service 
launches in May 2018.

“This initial Hartford Line website offers quick and easy access to essential information, 
such as schedules, fares, news and events. It will offer more comprehensive information, 
and be fully functional when the new rail service launches in May 2018,” stated CTDOT’s 
Public Transportation Bureau Chief, Richard Andreski.

The website features a “Trip Planner” tool that allows users to review schedules and 
plan travel once the Hartford Line service begins next year. At this time, the Trip Planner 
will serve as a tool for demonstration purposes only, and users will not be able to make 
reservations or purchase tickets until the Hartford Line service launches.

The initial website operates on a variety of devices including mobile phones and tablets.  
It features Hartford Line news and a Frequently Asked Questions section that covers 
topics ranging from connecting service options, senior discounts, and the permitting of 
bicycles on trains.  Additionally, the site allows users to request a CTDOT presentation 
about the upcoming Hartford Line rail service for their neighborhood group, workplace, 
or school.

Throughout the next several months, the Hartford Line website will be enhanced with 
additional information and features, including detailed information on connections to 
other local transit options; interactive, 360-degree views of the train stations that will 
serve the line; and milestone events as the service approaches its launch date in May 
2018.

We are extremely excited to help spread the word about this important NEW resource 
coming to Berlin, Meriden and Wallingford in the upcoming months.  We want to be 
certain that both businesses and residents are ready to participate and thus grow our 
communities.

sENAtor suzio Hosts PoDcAst At 
mEriDEN trAiN stAtioN

And in other rail related news, I had a very nice conversation 
with Senator Suzio a couple of months ago at the NEW Me-
riden intermodal transportation center…aka the Train Sta-
tion.  In fact it is much more than just a train station as all of 
the local connections like busses and taxi service are readily 
available with ample parking available as well.   Please click on 
the link to view the entire video: https://youtu.be/xoOS0fSt-
MTk .  We discuss many of the finer aspects of the project 
and how the CTrail Hartford Line will benefit the area.
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Questions?  Here’s How to Reach Us...

message from the 
president 

scorE is rEADy to 
sErvE you...

This past month Rosanne Ford and I had a great meeting 
with Dick Hart and Gerry Shenkin from SCORE. You should 
be aware that these gentlemen are available on the second 
Thursday of every month at the Chamber office offering 
small business counseling and advice.  Simply call our office 
and we’ll slot you into the schedule.  It is confidential and 
it’s a free service of the U.S. Small Business Administration.

In addition, you should know that SCORE wants to be most 
respectful of your time.  If you can’t make our regular office 
hours, they also offer telephone, Skype and in person conferences 
as your schedules and locations may require.

The team from SCORE has a wealth of knowledge and an 
even greater access to a nationwide network of experts.  
The offer one-to-one confidential consultations about 
virtually every aspect of your business.  If you are thinking 
about expansion, adding an employee or two, offering a new 
product or product line, changing up your marketing plan, 
you should use their services. 

If you have any questions, call the Chamber office today.

          rEiNviGorAtiNG 
  youNG busiNEss LEADErs
Recently the Chamber hosted a lunchtime brainstorming 
session with a very energetic and enthusiastic group 
of about a dozen business owners in the 21- 39 age 
group.  These Millennnials are now America’s largest 
generation even surpassing the Baby Boomers.  This is an 
importance audience for both Chambers of Commerce 
and Communities as well…this is where we will find our 
future business and future community leaders.  We have a 
responsibility to both teach and learn from this generation.

Some of the Goals expressed in the session were:
• Get connected more quickly with 
• Get more involved in the Communities
• Grow their Businesses
• Participate in Professional Development Programs
• Become Stronger Leaders

Our first follow up session will be held on feb. 21st at noon 
here at the chamber office. We will be distilling the ideas 
into actual programs.  

If you know someone born 
between the early 1980’s 
through late 1990’s, feel free 
to invite them to our next 
session and call the Chamber 
office today to register.
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This issue of Chamber News is a member service of the Midstate Cham-
ber of Commerce, Inc. with offices located at 546 South Broad St., 2C, 
Meriden, CT  06450.  You can also visit us on line at www.midstatecham-
ber.com.   Ph: 203.235.7901 Fx: 203.686.0172  info@midstatechamber.
com. We welcome Chamber member and community news, events and 
other articles of interest from our diverse membership base.  The Mid-
state Chamber of Commerce serves its member businesses in Meriden, Wall-
ingford, Southington, Berlin, Cheshire and Middletown, Connecticut.  We invite 
all businesses to join with us and become members of our chamber.

For all of your needs visit our members at www.midstatechamber.com

Séan W. Moore

Brrrr!! February can be the coldest month 
of the year. The Midstate Chamber is 
warmed up and ready for our busy season. 
There are plenty programs coming up that 
you will want to be a part of. Please review 
the Chamber calendar for the latest 
opportunities to promote your business. 
I want you to invite to the Midstate 
Chamber’s BAH at our new office on February 15th from 
5-7pm. Join us for a tour of the new office and network 
with some friends of the Chamber. This is the first time we 
have done a Business After Hours for the Chamber office. 
We are excited to show off our new office and share some 
exciting things happening in our Chamber and community. 
Please feel free to bring a guest or staff member that hasn’t 
been out to an event. We currently are in a membership 
campaign! Our Ambassadors are out promoting and talking 
up our Chamber and looking for new members.  Have you 
seen our Billboard on I-691 and 91 South…the “shared 
spot” promoting business growth in the area was generously 
donated by the City of Meriden and we are grateful for 
that. It’s another way to promote our Chamber which in 
turn promotes YOU, our MEMBERS. Perhaps you have seen 
our ads in the Record Journal, another creative advertising 
partnership that touts the value of membership. We are 
working as an organization to grow to 650 members 
by April. This is a lofty goal but very attainable with the 
efforts of our staff, volunteers and membership. SO HOW 
CAN  YOU HELP??? Share the Midstate Chamber with 
your clients and friends who are not members. We might 
frequent a business that’s not a member. Why not ask them 
to join?? Share your testimony of the Midstate Chamber 
with them. The Chamber staff or Ambassadors will reach out 
to any referral you may have. So if time is an issue please 
refer a business to the Chamber office. As the Chamber 
grows so will your businesses. There are many Chambers 
out there, but what makes the Midstate Chamber 

different? It’s our Membership and the 
energy and excitement that you bring to 
our organization. Let’s grow by telling the 
community why the Midstate chamber 
is your chamber of choice!!  

See you at the next event!!! - Rich 

Rich Pendred
A&A Office Systems, Inc.
Chairman of the Board
Midstate Chamber of 

Commerce

Chairman’s                   
orner

www.meridenchamber.com
www.meridenchamber.com
mailto:info@meridenchamber.com
mailto:info@meridenchamber.com
www.meridenchamber.com


There’s ALOT you don’t know about...easterseals:
Register NOW for this event - click flyer!

https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12592
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Don’t Miss This
YOU HAVE TO BE THERE:

Central CT’s Largest Business Showcase

https://www.midstatechamber.com/Content/2018_Midstate_Chamber_EXPO.asp
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https://www.midstatechamber.com/Content/2018_Midstate_Chamber_EXPO.asp
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Featuring Title Sponsor:

https://www.midstatechamber.com/Content/2018_Midstate_Chamber_EXPO.asp
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Content/2018_Midstate_Chamber_EXPO.asp
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A SPECIAL BAH - OPEN HOUSE: NEW Chamber Offices!
Register NOW for this event - click flyer!

https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12592
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mEmbEr rENEWALs...
We recognize and thank our members who have 

joined or renewed their investment in the 
Midstate Chamber within the last month.  

Visit www.midstatechamber.com for the most 
up-to-date listing of members in good standing!  

Members Use Members!
and, be sure to teLL them you are a 

feLLow member!

Accel International
ACORD, Inc.
Aeroswiss

Bankcard Financial Group LLC
Barker Specialty Co.

East Side Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Firestone - Broad St.

Il Monticello Restaurant
Instant Imprints

James T. Kay Co., Inc.
LaRosa Building Group, LLC

Luchs Consulting Engineers, LLC / DeCarlo & Doll, Inc.
People’s United Bank

Prentis Printing Solutions, Inc
Robert A. Gollnick, CPA

Rose Flowers & Gifts, Inc.
Seniors Have Dreams Too, Inc.
Stempien Funeral Home, Inc.

The Edge Fitness Club
Top To Bottom Cleaning Services, LLC.

Ulbrich Boys & Girls Club
Westfield Care and Rehab Center

bouvier insurance: 29 N. Main St., W. Hartford, CT 06107. 
The phone number is 860.232.4491. Carrie Mott is the pri-
mary contact. Bouvier Insurance is a full service insurance 
agency with 30 plus carriers to give you the most extensive 
coverage for your budget.

Don’t Keep Us a Secret:  Kindly SHARE the 
enclosed membership application with your 

friends in business & invite them to join US *or*
attend an event with you!

new members!
We are delighted to introduce our new members - 

the  lifeblood of our organization and the reason we 
exist.  Please welcome them by visiting their website, 
sending them an email or stopping by to introduce 
yourself.  the personal touch will help our chamber 

continue to grow and thrive as we continue on our goal 
to reach 650 members in the coming months!

A membership application is enclosed - sHArE it with 
a friend ... don’t keep us a secret!

Incubator & Community Room
* SPACE AVAILABLE *

128 Center Street | Downtown Wallingford

203.626.9351
cwallace@hubcapwallingford.org

www.meridenchamber.com
mailto:cwallace@hubcapwallingford.org


 Find business resources at: www.midstatechamber.com

UpComing feBrUarY events:
Mark your calendars, iPhones, Droids, etc. with these event dates.    = Chamber or Business event; 
  = Community event.  More details and RSVP information for these events may be found on 
   www.midstatechamber.com! Chamber event RSVP line: 203.235.7901

This QR code in the upper right corner also brings you right out to our business and community calendars.    

 HELP us *GROW IN 2018* INvite Your Biz Neighbors to JOIN 
the Midstate Chamber!    Earn Chamber BUCK$ for you & your biz.  203.235.7901

  Fri, Feb 2, 5:30 pm:  Women & Families Center Presents Super Brew: A Winter Fun & Fundraising Event at Stony Creek 
Brewery. For more information, call Astrid Ojeda at 203.235.9297 ext. 110.

  Sat, Feb 3, Pigments of Your Imagination Show at Gallery 53, 53 Colony St., Meriden. For more information call 
203.235.5347.

 Thu, Feb 8, 9:00 am:  SCORE – FREE Business Counseling Sessions for Businesses at the Midstate Chamber
 Thu, Feb 8, 5:00 pm:  Wellness After Work Networking & More at Easterseals. See enclosed flyer.
 Sat, Feb 10, 9:30 am:  HOLA Casino Bus Trip to Foxwoods. See flyer on this page.
  Sat, Feb 10, 7:00 pm:  Pink in the Rink: Bridgeport Sound Tigers at Webster Bank Arena, Bridgeport. Call Jim:  

203.345.4812.
  Sun, Feb 11, 12:00 pm: Friends of the Meriden Public Library “I Love My Library” Fundraising Dinner at Violi’s. 
  Mon, Feb 12, 11:00 am: Casa di Roma Fundraiser for Franciscan Life Center 
  Tue, Feb 13, 5:30 pm:  Senior Living Financial Solutions 101 at Village at Kensington Place, Meriden. 203.235.0181.
 Thu, Feb 15, 5:00 pm:  Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting Business After Hours of the Midstate Chamber of Commerce. See 

enclosed flyer.
 Thu, Feb 22, 5:00 pm: Business After Hours with the Hamden Regional Chamber at The Farms Country Club. See flyer.
 Wed, Feb 28, 8:00 am:  “It’s Time to Revisit How We Approach Sexual Harassment Prevention in the Workplace” at Mer-

iden Public Library. See enclosed flyer.
  Wed, Feb 28, 5:30 pm:  Literacy Volunteers 2018 Scrabble Challenge at Four Points by Sheraton

committee 
connection 

A LOT of work happens at the 
committee level here at the 

Midstate Chamber.  We do encourage your involvement 
and that of your employees on any committee!  ALL 
committee meeting dates and times are listed on the 
Midstate Chamber’s website.  Come on out and sit in 
on a meeting to try it - you will like it: the experience, 

sharing, connections and more!
Your participation helps YOU, helps YOUR 

BUSINESS and helps OUR CHAMBER!
  Questions?  Call us at: 203.235.7901

 

 This is a SHORT LIST of some of our KEY events – for MORE business and community events  
including Chamber Committee meetings - details & updates visit…www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar    

And, LIKE us on 
FACEBOOK and 
FOLLOW us on 

TWITTER: 
@MidstateCoC
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www.meridenchamber.com
www.meridenchamber.com
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12592
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12490
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12576
https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12600
http://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar
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COMBO BAH = DIFFERENT CONTACTS FOR YOUR BIZ!
Register NOW for this event - click flyer!

https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12592
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Special Program Brought to you BY the Chamber’s 
Human Resources Roundtable

Register NOW for this event - click flyer!

https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12592
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Be a SPONSOR for THE Community Networking Affair of 
2018!  The event is GROWING - we’ve reserved Aqua Turf’s 

Kay’s Pier South Room this year! 
Register NOW for this event - click flyer!

https://www.midstatechamber.com/Calendar/rsvp.asp?EventID=12592


memBer Updates
This QR code in the upper right corner 
also brings you right out to our member 
news section of the website where you 

can view FULL news articles by submission date OR by 
member.  Just SCAN and CLICK!

There is SO MUCH GOOD NEWS TO SHARE, and we 
recognize how valuable your time is ... so we are trying an 

abbreviated news section with catchy headlines and you can 
click for more details on the items ... and/or click this link for all 

of the current news submitted from 
Midstate Chamber members: 

https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/newsbydate.asp

 Find community resources at: www.midstatechamber.com12

Find ALL of our members’ news online:
    http://www.midstatechamber.com/News

LOOKING TO

GROW YOUR 
BUSINESS?

We are the only publication that reaches every 
home in central Connecticut, more than 265,000 
readers in print and even more online! 

Put Elaine to work for your business today. 
Contact Elaine at 203.317.2327  
or ejustino@rjmediagroup.com

Call Elaine Justino, 
your media consultant for the 
Record-Journal, Weekly Citizens 
and Homebase Digital.

MEDIA THAT MOVES YOUR BUSINESS FORWARD >>

American Addiction centers, inc. 
- Be a part of the first Recovery 
Allies Group on the last Tuesday 
of the Month (february 27th this 
month).  Learn More...

clean Homes by valerie LLc - We 
recently finished our annual collec-
tion of shoeboxes filled with basic 
commodities and small toys for Op-
eration Christmas Child/Samaritans 
Purse.  Learn More...

community Health center of 
meriden - The Hartford Busi-
ness Journal’s annual Health 
Care Heroes awards recognize 
“individuals and organizations 
that work hard every day to care for the community.”  
Congratulations to CHC - named a Health Care Hero 
for Corporate Innovation.   Learn More...

connex credit union - It’s al-
ways a good thing to put away 
something for tomorrow. And 
with Connex’s Step Money Mar-
ket Special - Learn More...

ferraro’s market - Ferraro’s Meat King Winter Hours 
at the MERIDEN location are as follows:  Tuesday - 
Friday 10:00am - 6:00pm; Saturday  9:00am - 5:00pm; 
Closed Sundays & Mondays. Learn More...

Hartford yard Goats - Book NOW 
for Prime Seating - Individual Tickets on 
Sale to Public Feb. 9.  Call your Midstate 
Chamber Contact - Learn More...

Home store real Estate celebrates 
10th Anniversary! The Home Store Real 
Estate recently celebrated its 10th anni-
versary, announced Joe Criscuolo, owner/
broker. Encouraged by past and present 
clients, Joe left the corporate real estate 
world in December of  2007 to open up 
his own company to specialize in provid-
ing the best hands on service available - Learn More...

ion insurance corporation, a full-ser-
vice independent insurance brokerage 
affiliated with Ion Bank, has hired Brian 
Paul as a Commercial Lines Producer.  In 
his new position, Brian will be responsible 
for advising business owners on Com-
mercial Property and Casualty products.  
Learn More...

meriden board of Education 
- A very informative presenta-
tion on scL (student centered 
Learning) was the main event at January’s Midstate 
Chamber Education Committee Meeting.  Learn More 
about the presentation and work of the Education Com-
mittee...

https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/newsbydate.asp
www.meridenchamber.com
http://www.midstatechamber.com/News
https://www.midstatechamber.com/news/member-news.asp?MemberID=4869&NewsID=6097&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/news/member-news.asp?MemberID=4854&NewsID=6108&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/news/member-news.asp?MemberID=140&NewsID=6105&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=4834&NewsID=6111&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=5489&NewsID=6112&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=5421&NewsID=6120&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=3138&NewsID=6119&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=128&NewsID=6121&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=128&NewsID=6121&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=128&NewsID=6121&fromPage=0


 Find it all at: www.midstatechamber.com13

The “I Love My Library” Dinner

The Friends of the Meriden Public Library

A NOTE ON TAXES: $7 of your ticket is tax deductible as a charitable donation.
If a ticket is not used, you may deduct the full $25 as a charitable donation.
Every ticket given as a business gift is tax deductible as a cost of doing business. 

Violi’s Restaurant
Hunter’s Golf Course

688 Westfield Avenue, Meriden

Sunday Afternoon, Feb. 11, 2018 
12:00 pm — 4:30 pm (snow date 2-18-18)

$25.00
per person

Buffet • Soda • Dessert • Cash Bar

Tickets are available at the Friends Bookstore105 Miller Street  (East side of the Meriden Public Library)
OUR HOURS: 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 10AM-4PM
Thursday 10AM-8PM
Saturday 10AM-1PM

o&G industries Receives Sus-
tainability Award For “Bat Cave” 
- O&G Industries, one of the 
country’s Top 400 Contractors, 
was recently presented with a 
2017 Sustainability Award by 
the Connecticut Chapter of the 
American Planning Association 
for the construction of a brown 
bat hibernaculum at the compa-
ny’s New Milford Quarry.  Learn More...  

in other o&G news.. O&G Industries, one of the coun-
try’s Top 400 Contractors, recently completed the four-
year addition and renovation project at Meriden’s Or-
ville H. Platt High School.  Learn More...

seasons fed-
eral credit 
union was re-
cently named as 
one of the Best 
Places to Work 
in Connecticut. 
This thirteenth 
annual program was created by the Hartford Busi-
ness Journal and Best Companies Group. Learn More...  

Wheeler clinic opens 
Hartford flagship Location 
- On January 8th, 2018, more 
than 125 community leaders, 
supporters and staff gathered to celebrate the open-
ing of Wheeler’s Family Health & Wellness Center. 
Located at 43 Woodland St., Hartford.  Learn More...

www.meridenchamber.com
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=5026&NewsID=6117&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/news/member-news.asp?MemberID=5026&NewsID=6115&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/News/member-news.asp?MemberID=5026&NewsID=6117&fromPage=0
https://www.midstatechamber.com/news/member-news.asp?MemberID=5026&NewsID=6115&fromPage=0
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FEBRUARY 28, 2018

8

Prizes for Highest Team Score and
Best Literacy-themed Team Costumes!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MeridenPL


N O W  i s  P R I M E  T I M E 
t o  J O I N  M i d s t a t e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e .

K i n d l y  S H A R E  t h i s  A P P L I C AT I O N
w i t h  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t e s !

PROMOTION

EDUCATION

LEADERSHIP

NETWORKING


