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Chamber News

WELCOME TO THE NEW AND IMPROVED 
ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER IN 

AUGUST 2015!
We have had lot of members who have been asking us so 
this is our “beta test” month to see how our members 
might like an electronic version of the Midstate Cham-
ber Newsletter. 

Now you can read it at work, forward it to your home 
offi ce and read it later or forward it to a colleague, family 
member or a friend.  In addition, we have reserved a new 
domain name so you can type www.TheChamberNews-

letter.com (upper case optional) from anywhere in the world and instantly fi nd 
the most current edition of the Midstate Chamber Newsletter.  We fully antici-
pate that this will greatly increase the coverage and readership of your news in 
our Newsletter.  With the electronic format, we are:

o  Becoming environmentally responsible and saving a lot of time and paper.
o  Increasing circulation from more than 650 to well over 1,600.
o  Anticipating that our members will freely forward the newsletters to further increase the viewership.
o  Utilizing hyperlinks to allow more access to information on your devices.
o  Eliminating duplication of information already available on our website.
o  Making text searchable so you can type “Ctrl F” and “Find” the next breakfast.

In August 2015, this is our beta test.  We eagerly await your comments. Later in the month of August we will survey our members 
and ask for your feedback.  And we will let you know the overall feedback of the general membership.  This will determine the 
format for the September Newsletter.  We hope that you enjoy this new look… please and spread the word!

2015 SUMMERTIME MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN…
LET’S PLAY BALL AND BE ON A TEAM!
We are very excited about the August 3, 2015 Baseball Themed Membership Campaign kickoff at the 
Comfort Inn and Suites.  This is the day that we OFFICIALLY start on our goal of 102 additional Chamber 
members thus shattering the previous record held by past Chairman and current Board Member Frank W. Ridley 
of F.W.R. Consulting!

Baseball Commissioner Richard J. Pendred of A & A Offi ce Systems and Manager Eileen Bongiovanni of Bongio-
vanni Insurance and Financial are working with their ten teams (and there is always room for more teams too!) to make 
this membership campaign a success.  Teams will be consisting of a Captain or two Co-Captains and up to 9 team players.  Joining 
a team is a great way to connect with fellow Chamber members to network a bit while helping to grow our membership organi-
zation.  It means more opportunity and more business for us all!  It is consistent with our “Growing Strong Together” theme 
of 2015-2016.

The offi cially registered Team Captains or Co-Captains to date are: 
1. Brian Paeth, ADT Security Services
2. Liz Rivera, Best Western Plus
3. Lynelle Ann Prast, � � � � � � � �  and Gina Mesite Mueller, Villa Capri
4. Jack Neubieser, JLN Contracting
5. Cathy Battista, City Council and Mayor
6. Edward J. Zavaski, Edward Zavaski Agency, LLC and David Symonds, PROSHRED Security
7. Lydia Heredia, Community Health Center of Meriden and Luis Negron, El Condado Grill Restaurant
8. Nathaniel Bottone, Salon Nathaniel LLC
9. Lisa Godbout and Amber Webster, United Bank
10. Jay Alvarez, Shield Driving School

All of the Team names will be announced very soon but for now I can tell you that one team has been chosen 
the name “Dangerous Divas & Dapper Dons”…and they are looking very well poised to bound onto the fi eld fi ghting!

If you are looking to start a team or to join with an existing team, just contact the Chamber Staff or contact a Team Captain 
directly!  Or if you know a business that should become a Midstate Chamber member call us!  There is always room on the Mid-
state Chamber team!



MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT:

READY TO SPONSOR 

SOME 

“FUNNY BUSINESS”? 

On Friday evening, September 18, 2015, 
the Midstate Chamber is hosting “Funny 
Business” our first ever comedy night at 
the Polish National Alliance Park Main Hall 
in Wallingford.

In the month of August, we are soliciting 
sponsors to kick off the event.  Sponsors 
receive a great promotional package and 
of course they will get choice seats in the 
front of the house right by the stage and 
you know how entertaining it is to be 
sitting there during the performance…
maybe we’ll even let you tell a joke or two!

Tables of 5 are only $150  and will 
accommodate your small business 
nicely.  Tables of 10 are also available for 
larger crowds and are $300.  We want to 
prominently list the sponsors in the late 
August / early September flyer when 
individual tickets go on sale and create a 
nice web ad as well.

Doors open at 6:00 p.m., show starts 
at 7:00 and runs for 90-120 minutes…
depending on how hard you laugh!  A cash 
bar of beer & wine will be available on site.

But seriously folks, this event is a fundraiser 
to benefit the Midstate Chamber AND the 
United Way of Meriden & Wallingford.  
Call the Chamber today and let us know 
if you’d like to sponsor of our first “Funny 
Business”!
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Séan W. Moore
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        AUGUST’s Featured 

            Discount:

Comfort Inn and Suites, 
900 East Main St., Meriden
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WHO’S WHO AND PEOPLE TO KNOW 
It has been said that The Midstate Chamber is the BEST 
WAY to make connections within the communities of central 
Connecticut.  In this section we keep you - our members - 
updated on area leaders in business and community.  

Pictured above are some of our team captains that attended 
the drive leadership meeting in mid-July.  The full list of team 
captains may be found on the cover page of the newsletter.  
Keep up on the drive stats and team standings by visiting | | | } ~ � � � � � � � � � � ~ � � � } � � ~ .  The campaign runs through 
the end of September and ALL are invited to participate!  Call 
203.235.7901 to add your name to the roster.

TEAM CAPTAINS - 2015 SUMMER 
NEW MEMBER CAMPAIGN



UPCOMING AUGUST EVENTS:
Mark your calendars, iPhones, Droids, etc. with these event dates.    = Chamber or Business event; 
  = Community event.  More details and RSVP information for these events may be found on 
   www.midstatechamber.com! Chamber event RSVP line: 203.235.7901

This QR code in the upper right corner also brings you right out to our business and community calendars.  Just 
SCAN and CLICK!

  Sun, Aug 2, 12:00 pm: 48th Annual Meriden Puerto Rican Festival at Hubbard Park. 

  Mon, Aug 3, 5:00 pm:  Midstate Chamber Summer Membership Campaign Kicks-Off at the Comfort Inn, 900 E. Main St., Meriden

  Fri, Aug 7, 7:00 pm:  Music in Meriden featuring A Few Of Us will be held at Habershon Park, 50 Meadow St., So. Meriden.  ALL 

concert dates and performers are on the Midstate Chamber web calendar.  
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

 

  Thu, Aug 13, 9:00 am:  SCORE - Counseling Sessions for Businesses will be held at Chamber of Commerce. Please call to reserve 

your FREE and confidential 1-hour business consultation.

   Thu, Aug 20, 5:00 pm: Business After Hours at Midstate Medical Center celebrating LifeStar in central Connecticut. See en-

closed flyer.

  Thu, Aug 27, 5:00 pm:  Business After Hours & Ribbon Cutting Celebration featuring Colonial Flooring America. See en-

closed flyer.

  Fri, Aug 28, 5:35 pm:  Meriden-Wallingford Community Day with the New Britain Rock Cats at Rock Cats Stadium. See en-

closed flyer.  Great business packages are available - bring the family, staff, clients out for a great night.

 

   

 

 

Please remember to always check the business and community calendars at � � � � � � � � � � �   ¡ ¢ � � £   ¤ � ¡ ¥ �  for additions and 
updates!  And, LIKE us on FACEBOOK and FOLLOW us on TWITTER: ¦ MidstateCoC

Find event photos at:  at www.midstatechamber.com 3

BREAKFAST CLUB TV 

The Chamber’s Breakfast program is NOW AIRING on Cox Public Access #15 - Frontier: #99 on 
Mondays at 9:00 p.m. Check the chamber website for details and get your popcorn ready! 

A LOT of work happens at the committee level here at 
the Midstate Chamber.  We do encourage your involve-

ment and that of your employees on any committee!  ALL 
committee meeting dates and times are listed on the 

Midstate Chamber’s website.  Come on out and sit in on 
a meeting to try it - you will like it: the experience, sharing, 

connections and more!

Your participation helps 
YOU, helps YOUR 

BUSINESS and helps 
OUR CHAMBER!  

Questions?  Call us at: 
203.235.7901

Tue, Aug 4   -  Meriden YMCA & Meriden Rotary Club Golf 
Tourney at Wallingford Country Club and Surf & Turf Dinner 
& Kids’ Picnic at Mountain Mist Outdoor Center, 576 High Hill 
Rd., Meriden. For more information call the Meriden YMCA at 
203.235.6386 or the Meriden Rotary Club at 203.631.5280.

Mon, Aug 17   - 20th Annual Franciscan Golf Classic will 
be held at Tunxis Plantation Golf Club, 
Farmington. For more information, call 
203.237.8084.



 Find business resources at: www.midstatechamber.com4

MEMBER RENEWALS...
We recognize and thank our members who have joined or renewed their investment in the 
Midstate Chamber within the last month.  Be sure to visit www.midstatechamber.com for 
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24/7 Bail Bonds: 615 E. Main St., Meriden, CT 06450. The phone number is 860.250.7783. 
William Sobota is the primary contact. 

Aculer RTO: 175 Webster Square Rd., Berlin, CT 06037. The phone number is 860-828-
0222. Peter Moschetto, Jr. is the primary contact. Aculer RTO sells and rents-to-own home 
furnishings; furniture, appliances, electronics, mattresses, jewelry and cell phones with de-
livery and set-up available.  

CADO Modern Furniture: 1617 Wilbur Cross Hwy., Berlin, CT 06037. The phone number is 860-505-8396 
and the fax number is 860-505-8439. Sebastian Mietus is the primary contact. CADO Modern Furniture is 
a great place to shop online and in store for modern and contemporary furniture and they are an exclusive 
dealer of top European brands.

Roti Boti: 2103 N. Broad St., Meriden, CT 06450. The phone number is 203.235.7684. Jabran Khaleel is the 
primary contact. Roti Boti is a restaurant that serves Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi and Halal Chinese food and 
caters BBQ parties for all occasions at customer’s location. 

United Laundry: 72 Cook Ave., Meriden, CT 06451. The phone number is 860.853.8591. Ryan Mulcahy is the 
primary contact. United Laundry provides basic laundry need for the walk in customers and they also provide 
wash, dry, fold service and accept commercial accounts. 

USA Elite Training LLC: 280 Schoolhouse Rd., Unit D, Cheshire, CT 06410. The phone number is 203.314.7802. 
Jennifer Hapanowicz is the primary contact.

W.B. Mason Company: 194 Research Parkway, Meriden,  CT 06450. The phone number is 203.237.9082 and 
the fax number is 203.237.0786. Michelle Horan is the primary contact. Established in 1898, W.B. Mason is the 
largest, independently owned offi ce supply & furniture company with national delivery & installation capabilities 
and their Meriden showroom offers new & pre-owned selections.

Workers Tax Service: 776 E. Main St., Meriden, CT 06450. The phone number is 203.634.6774. Gary Patino is 
the primary contact. Workers Tax Service prepares taxes for individuals and small businesses.

YOU can help us GROW even MORE...check out the outside back cover on how 
YOU can be a part of history in the 2015 Midstate Chamber new member cam-
paign!  JOIN THE TEAM!
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MEMBER UPDATES
This QR code in the upper right corner 
also brings you right out to our member 
news section of the website where you 
can view FULL news articles by submis-
sion date OR by member.  Just SCAN and CLICK!

Alternative Healthcare Solutions LLC - All of our screen-
ing includes thermal scans taken by a BTI Technician. Images 
are sent out for interpretation by a minimum of 3 separate 
doctors, who writes a complete report explaining their in-
terpretations of the images and their findings. Reports will 
be received within 5-7 days of initial scan and the process 
is with no radiation & non invasive screening performs in 
privacy. This process is used to screen for Breast Cancer, Tes-
ticular Cancer, Thyroid Health, Lymphatic Congestion, Toxic 
Build-Up, and Circulatory Problems, Inflammation by Muscle 
Tension or Skeletal Misalignment, Hormone Imbalance, AND 
MORE! It is more affective and safer detecting cancer at is 
early stage than mammograms.  

ASG Information Technologies If you want to prevent your 
personal or business identity from being stolen by a cyber-

criminal, this eBook is a MUST-
Read!  This informational eBook 
outlines in plain, non-technical 
English common mistakes that 
many small business owners make 
with their computer and network 
security that puts their personal 

information and identity at risk of being stolen. It also further 
explains what identity theft is, and how you can to prevent 
it from happening to you and your business. You’ll discover:  
-The Top 3 ploys used by online identity thieves to easily gain 
access to your business and personal information, and how 
to void them. 10 sneaky e-mails used to steal your identity 
that you should IMMEDIATELY delete if they land in your in-
box.  Give them a call at 203-440-4413, Email:  ê ë ì í î ï ð ñ ò ó ôò í õ , or visit their site for more resources, tech tips and 
articles:  ö ö ö ô ï ð ñ ò ó ô ò í õ .  

Assisted Living Technologies Inc. - Studies by the CDC 
show that patients who are adherent to their medications 
have more favorable health outcomes, such as reduced mor-
tality, and fewer healthcare services (such as reduced hospi-
tals readmission and ED visits). Depending on the number of 
medications prescribed daily compliance can range from as 
poor as 50% to a not so good 80%.We are very pleased to 
report that we have many Automated Medication Dispens-
ers with clients across Connecticut and the average medica-
tion compliance rate for March 2015 is an astounding 96%!

CT.GOV.  - The newly redesigned website - ct.gov - marks 
the launch of an overhaul of the 
state’s online presence and con-
tains new features, a new layout, 
and new efficiency measures that 
will increase usability, customer 
service, transparency, and access for its visitors. This mod-
ernization is geared towards increasing ease-of-use so that 
the state’s residents, businesses, and visitors can easily locate 
some of the most frequently accessed interactions they have 
with state government.

The Community Economic Development Fund (CEDF) 
Board of Directors is pleased to announce it has named 
James S. Bzdyra, President and CEO of the organization. Mr. 
Bzdyra succeeds Donna Wertenbach who has held the posi-
tion since 1998. Jim Bzdrya joins CEDF from First Niagara 
Bank and its predecessor banks (New Alliance and New Ha-
ven Savings), where he served for 18 years, most recently as 
Senior Vice President, Market Executive, managing commer-
cial and industrial (C&I) lending in Connecticut.

 Find community resources at: www.midstatechamber.com

Tech 
Tips
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VISUALIZE...

YOUR AD HERE

Directly Reach 

1,600+ individuals - 

rates as low as $37.50 per month!

Call 203.235.7901 to reserve your spot

Franciscan Ever There Care - Christopher LaRiviere, Execu-
tive Director of Franciscan Ever There Care, is pleased to an-
nounce an important addition to their service offerings. “In ad-
dition to providing the residents of central Connecticut a high 
quality, non-medical in-home care experience, we are pleased to 
offer transportation to our list of offered services,” LaRiviere 
said. “We saw this as an area that we really needed to address.  
Our mission is to do our part so our clients can stay safe and 
secure in their own homes. Part of that is being able to close 
the loop on getting to Doctor’s appointments, picking up pre-
scriptions or even to family and social functions. Providing this 
service means better service to our clients and at the end of 
the day that is why we do what we do.”

Gallery 53 is happy to announce that this year their Irma. P 
Morse/ ACAM Art Scholarship will be awarded to Alyssa Ann 
Infante. Alyssa will be attending the New Hampshire Institute if 
Art in their Fine Arts Degree program where she will major in 
illustration.

Kuhn Employment Opportunities, Inc., a non-profit human 
services agency headquartered in Meriden, hosted a company-
wide Staff Appreciation Day on Friday, June 26th. The “All Things 
Summer” themed day of festivities kicked off at twelve o’clock 
noon with a company prize drawing and lunch. Employees also 
enjoyed a fun-filled afternoon of outdoor games, music, trivia 
games, and spending quality time with fellow staff members. It 
was a well-deserved break for staff, who works diligently every 
day to enhance the lives of individuals with developmental and 
psychiatric disabilities by helping them to find employment and 
participate in community activities.



 Find it all at: www.midstatechamber.com6

The Meriden Public Library is looking for more donations of 
children’s books to give out at the parks this summer. If anyone 
has gently used books, age’s preschool through teen, we will be 
glad to take them. Just leave them in the Friends donation bins 
marked “for bookmobile.”  If you have any questions, please 
contact Alexis Burgess at 203.630.6349 or e-mail at aburgess@
meridenct.gov. The Meriden Public Library is located at 105 
Miller Street, Meriden, CT 06450.

Midstate Medical Center is the first 
hospital in Central Connecticut to offer 
a new robotic surgery for hip and knee 
procedures. In July, Midstate performed 
its first MAKOplasty® for partial knee 
resurfacing and total hip replacement 
procedures using the RIO® Robotic Arm 
Interactive Orthopedic System. RIO is a 
surgeon-controlled robotic arm system that enables accurate 
alignment and placement of implants.Dr. Obi Osuji, an orthope-
dic surgeon affiliated with Hartford HealthCare Medical Group, 
performed the first hip replacement procedure on July 6 at Mid-
state Medical Center.

Ortho OUCH Care is your Walk-In Clinic specializing in Or-
thopedics. Our medical team offers our patients a wealth of 
experience and specialties without the wait. When you are in 
pain, every minute at the ER can seem like hours. At Ortho 
OUCH Care. Just Come in Ortho Ouch Care (OUCH) is an 
orthopedic walk-in center that provides emergency medical as-
sistance to the Greater New Haven and Hartford areas. Ortho 
Ouch Care is located in 863 North Main Street in Suite 200 in 
Wallingford, CT and 98 Main Street in Southington, CT.

Protein Sciences Corporation an-
nounced that the FDA has approved the 
composition of Flublok® influenza vac-
cine for the 2015/16 flu season.  Every 
year, influenza vaccine manufacturers 
must receive approval from the FDA for changes they make 
to their vaccines so that the vaccines protect against the new 
strains of flu that are predicted to circulate next flu season.  This 
year, there are two strain changes.  Traditional (egg-based) vac-
cine manufacturers may experience vaccine production delays 
during years when there are two or more new strains of flu as 
traditional manufacturing technology is slow; this was the case 
in the spring for the Southern Hemisphere with influenza vac-
cine delivery delays of over a month.  In contrast, the technol-
ogy used to make Flublok is fast.  This approval enables us to 
deliver Flublok to distributors and retailers in mid-August. 



��������	
�����

��
�

�����������	�
����
�����
���������������������
�����

��

��������

����
����

�
����
����

� � �

�

	�
����
��
����������������������
��	�
����
��
������� 
!�������!��������������
������������"�������
��������������#������������������$��
��������
�������

���������%����	�
����
��
���������������&�����������&�������
������������������
&���������%���������!���������������%���������'��������&������
�����������
�������
����!���#����������������%���
��
������#�����'���#���
����������#��������&������������

�
�����
����������
�
����
�����
 �
�����	
!�"������	
��
��
������
	
#�
$��%���	


&���
'��(��	
���
�����




���������������������%�����'''���
����
�
������������������

�

���������	��
����
����
��������
����������	�
���
����������

����������������������	�����������
�
������������������ ���
���������
�
��������������

����������	���
��	
����
��	�	����������������������������	��������	������	
��������	
�	�����������	���	�������
����

�	��	
�����������	
�������	��	
�������	��	
������	���	�����
�����������	���
������	�����������	
����	�	���� �



For more information, call Cheryl Belomizi at 203.694.8733 

Chamber Members: Please RSVP to your local Chamber of Commerce. 

Business After Hours  
Celebrating LIFE STAR coming to its third home  

at MidState Medical Center 

Thursday, August 20, 2015 

5 to 7 p.m.  

5:30 p.m. - remarks 

MidState Medical Center 
435 Lewis Ave., Main entrance, Meriden 

Presented by: 
 

MidState Medical Center 
and 

Cheshire, Midstate, and Quinnipiac 
Chambers of Commerce  

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
For 30 years, people throughout New England have relied on  

LIFE STAR and its stellar !ight crew to swiftly and  

safely connect them with critical care.  

Light refreshments will be provided 

Midstate Chamber Members 
RSVP info:

Easy Link Click Below:
info@midstatechamber.com

203.235.7901
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     ______ Raffle / Auction prize for the Tournament
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Hunter’s Ambulance Service, Inc.

450 West Main Street
Meriden, CT 06451

www.huntersamb.com

Golf Classic RSVP line (203) 514-5180

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS REQUESTED
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